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THESES ON THE NATIONAL
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1. National oppression intensifies
in the epoch of imperialism. The
bourgeoisie uses national oppression
to enhance its own profits, to ex-
pand its empire, and to corrupt its
own working class with the crumbs
of the super-profits. But national
oppression brings a revolutionary
response. Capitalism’s general crisis
has been characterized by a growing
wave of revolutionary struggle
against colonialism, neo-colonialism
and racism. The uprising of the
oppressed nations in Asia, Africa
and Latin America has shaken im-
perialism. Iran, Palestine and Nica-
ragua are the most recent examples.
2. Thedemocratic struggle against
national oppression is an essential
clement in the proletarian revolu-
tionary struggle for socialism. It
would be a “fundamental mistake,”
writes Lenin, to suppose such
struggles are a “diversion.” The
struggle for political democracy, of
which national liberation is one part,
prepares the proletariat for victory
over the bourgeoisie.“We must com-
bine the revolutionary struggle
against capitalism with a revolution-
ary program and tactics on all demo-
cratic demands: arepublic, a militia,
the popular election of officials,
equal rights for women, the self-de-
termination of nations, etc.,” wrote
Lenin.

3. The struggle against national
oppression, far from being “solved”
in the advanced capitalist countries,
is a profound contradiction of great
revolutionary significance.  The
“national question” is not some-

thing that capitalism outgrows: on
the contrary, its importance in-
creases. Contemporary examples in-
clude Northern Ireland, Wales and
Scotland in the U.K., Brittany,
Corsica and the Occitane in France,
the Basques in Spain, the Puerto Ri-
cans, Chicanos and Afro-Americans
in the U.S., and I’Acadie and Que-
bec in Canada. “The socialist revolu-
tion,” writes Lenin, “may break out
not only in consequence of a great
strike, a street demonstration, a
hunger riot, a mutiny in the forces,
or a colonial rebellion, but also in
consequence of any politica! crisis,
like the Dreyfus affair, the Zabern
incident, or in connection with a
referendum on the secession of an
oppressed nation, etc.”’Significantly,
Lenin’s three examples are all drawn
from national oppression in Western
Europe.

4. The distinction between op-
pressed and oppressor nations was
described by Lenin as ‘“‘the focal
point” and ‘“the cardinal idea” of
a communist position on the nation-
al question. Refusal to recognize
this distinction is a feature of op-
portunism in the working class
movement. Because the objective
conditions of workers in the op-

pressed and oppressor nations are}

not the same, communist activity
addresses different tasks.
Commupnists in the oppressed
nation aim to push forward, deepen
and radicalize the struggle for
national liberation. “When the revo-
lution is confronted with tasks of
a democratic and anti-imperialist
character, (communists) aim to
develop it unceasingly, to raise it to,
a socialist revolution, to go over as
cont. on page 4
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DESDE LA

FROM WITHIN THE BARS

REJAS

Today, Tuesday August 26, 1980,
we, the eleven Puerto Rican Prison-
ers of War, wish to make a public
call for the purpose of stressing
various points of vital importance
to the Puerto Rican Liberation
Movement.

We call for the creation of a Pro-
Independence Revolutionary Block
as a first step towards the creation
of the Puerto Rican National Lib-
eration Front.

We address ourselves to all patrio-
tic and pro-independence sectors
affiliated and non-affiliated, com-
mitted and willing to unite around
certain fundamental points in re-
gards to the unity of the indepen-
dence revolutionary movement.

We believe that the definition of
this Block has to be socialist in con-
tentand anti-imperialist in character.
repudiation of colonial elections,
the expulsion of U.S. navy from
Vieques to be seen-within the con-
texts and perspective of ridding all
Puerto Rico of imperialism, support
for the armed struggle and all revo-
lutionary clandestine organizations
| who are the embryo for the for-

mation of a peoples army to bring
about peoples war, rejection of com-
pulsory military registration to the
armed forces of the U.S.A., support
of all political prisoners and Puerto
Rican prisoners of war, implemen-
tation of a solid and unified anti-
annexionist campaign.

We hope that these ideas will serve
as an incentive and catalyst for the

creation of such a Block, We under-
stand that in the final analysis it will
be those integrating the Block who
will realize the work and develop a
strategic program based on clear
points of unity.

For the Puerto Rican Indepen-
dence Movement, the unity of its
forces in order to achieve indepen-

COMMUNIQUE FROM THE
ELEVEN PRISONERS OF WAR

dence and tc expel our enemy U.S.
imperialism from our home land is
of vital importance as it was for our
Nationalist heroes Lolita Lebron,
Oscar Collazo, Irvin Flores, Rafael
Cancel Miranda in their call to unity,
as it was for our heroic revolutio-
nary clandestine organizations:
Organizacion De Voluntarios Para
La Revolucion Puertorriquena,

. Ejercito Popular Boricua, Fuerzas

Armadas De Resistencia Popular,
Fuerzas Armadas De Liberacion
Nacional Puertorriquena, in their

‘acceptance of this call to unity

given September 23, 1979 in Lares
Puerto Rico, and as it is for us, the
Eleven Puerto Rican Prisoners of
War.

This call for unity is a historical
necessity and historical responsibil-
ity in order to achieve final victory
for our nation - Puerto Rico.

We call upon all Puerto Rican
People to contribute with their
ideas and creativity to the creation
of a vehicle of unity which will bring
about, and make possible the real-
ization of the aspiration of our
people in our homeland and in exile.

DE PIE Y EN LUCHA




Cont. from page 2

quickly as possible to the fulfillment
of socialist tasks,” writes Enver
Hoxha. They expose the narrow
interests of the national bourgeoisie,
which wants to cut the revolutionary
upheaval short. This wavering class
threatens to retard and sabotage the
national liberation struggle, and to
compromise with the oppressor.
Finally, communists strive for unity
with workers 1n the oppressor na-
tion.

Communists in the oppressor
nation fight for the right of the op-
pressed nation to self-determination,
up to and including secession. They
distinguish themselves from oppor-
tunists, who use the ubstract slogans
of “national equality’” and “unity
of nations” to cloak a chauvinist
position. Communists aim to defeat
the efforts of “their’” bourgeoisie
to hold the oppressed nation by
force. They refuse all privileges.
“Socialist Parties which fail to prove
by all their activities now, as well
as during the revolution and after
its victory, that they will free the
enslaved nations and establish re-
lations with them on the basis of a
free union -- and such a free union
is a lying phrase without a right to
secession — such parties are com-
mitting treachery to socialism,”

Lenin.

5. For more than 200 years, Que-
bec has been an oppressed nation,
first within Britain’sNorth American
colonies and then within indepen-
dent Canada. The suppression of the
1837 rebellion, the Durham report
(which advocated liquidation of the
French nation), Confederation, the
hanging of Riel, the conscription
crisis of World War I through to the
October crisis of 1970, are all
episodes in the continuing oppres-
sion of Quebec.

Featuresof national oppression of
the Quebecois include lower wages,
higher unemployment, more dan-
gerous working conditions, limited
access to education, poorer housing,
a higher mortality rate and inferior
standards of medical and dental care.
The English language continues to
hold a privileged position, even in

Quebec. Outside Quebec, the lin-
guistic rights of French-speaking mi-
norities are everywhere denied.

There is a long tradition of resis-

tance to this national oppression
that has often taken on revolution-
ary’ dimensions. Louis Riel and 12
of the 1837 Patriots paid with their
lives for their armed resistance to
the chauvinist English-Canadian
rulers. Following World War 1I, a
renewed wave of national sentiment
~inspired in large part by anti-co-
lonial revolutions in Asia and Africa
rocked Quebec. The national bour-
geoisie, which aspired to improve
its own position with respect to its
more powerfu! competitor in English
Canada, dubbed this‘‘the quietrevo-
lution.” But the working class forces,
which had created the upheaval,
were far from quiet. Their partici-
pation in the national struggle is a
long history of strikes, demonstra-
tions and street battles with the
police. The Front de Liberation du
Quebec (FLQ) raised the spectre of
armed struggle, and itsrevolutionary
manifesto of 1970 fell on receptive
ears among the workers of Quebec.
The labor movement, led by the
militant Confederation des Syndi-
cats Nationaux (CSN), again and
again challenged the chauvinist op-
pressors and their colonialized
French-speaking agents.
6. The struggle for the indepen-
dence of Quebec is a component of
the revolutionary struggle for soci-
alism. independentist sentiments
among the workers of Quebec have
unleashed powerful revolutionary
energies. These have taken on an
anti-imperialist and socialist orien-
tation. We desire the development
of this tendency, its advance to the
stage of political general strike and
armed struggle, and its eventual tri-
umph over the English Canadian
chauvinist bourgeoisie.

An obstacle along this path is the
hesitant, wavering and compro-
mising national bourgeoisie. Rene
Levesque and the Parti Quebecois
represent this class. Parliamentarist
solutions, such as the referendum,
offer little hope of striking a decisive
blow for independence. They
threaten to disarm and demoralize
the most militant elements. Leves-

que himself is afraid to even use the

word, though his “‘sovereignty” is
the same thing as political indepen-
dence. The “‘association” he pro-
poses will perpetuate the economic
domination by U.S. imperialism and
its junior partner, English Canada.
Levesque may becorne Quebec’s
Salvador Allende, leading workers
into a bloody battle, all the while
insisting that the army will not fight.
7. The working class must lead
the national struggle. Leadership
of the independence movement
must be taken out of the hands of
Levesque, and the proletariatput in
command. Of course, the united
front must encompass those
elements of the national bourgeoisie
and the intelligentsia willing to
accept “such leadership. Only the
working class, guided by the Marxist-
Leninist party, can provide the un-
compromising commitment, as well
as the revolutionary tactics, neces-
sary for victory.

8.  No nation can be free if it op-
presses another. English Canadian
workers must learn that they can
never throw off their chains until
Quebec is free. Our slogan is the
right of Quebec to separate. This
means we resist all attacks on Que-
bec and attempts to subvert the
independence struggle, be they the
daily political intimidation of Davis,
Clark and the Globe and Mail, or
the naked threat of armed interven-
tion. We strive for the military de-
feat of the English-Canadian bour-
geoisie in its efforts to suppress the
national liberation struggle. We en-
deavor to popularize the progress
of the struggle in Quebec among the
workers in English Canada, to build
solidarity, and to develop respect

for the militant example that is be-
ing set. We desire increasing co-
operation on an organizational basis
between workers in both nations.

9. The New Democratic Party
(NDP) and the Canadian Labour
Congress (CLC) play a particulary
repulsive role as spokesmen for the
English Canadian bourgeoisie within
the labor movement. These organi-
zations represent the backward
views of the more privileged workers
and the social-democratic intellec-

cont. on page 8



DESDE A
CLANDESTINIDAD

FROM THE TRENCHES

COLONIAL ELECTIONS
AND THE STRUGGLE OF THE
WORKING CLASS

During the election year, it has
been noted that all the participating
parties have made a great show of
recruiting union leaders as candi-
dates for office -- a whole competi-
tion has emerged to demonstrate
who is closest to the working class,
who gives them more participation,
and who represents them.

This situation has developed a
great deal of debate in the heart of
the left. Positions have flourished
which go from an idealization of
unions, of a populist shape, to the
classic magic wand that some groups
have continued repeatedly waving
as a solution for everything, of the
necessity for the communist party.
Everyone has made a party analysis,
throwing their coals on the bonfire,
each above all, very partial. Certainly
some have presented very valid ar-
guments, but they have failed in
seeing the whole scope of the pro-
blem.

The elements that stand out and
seem of the greatest significance are
the following:

- the necessity the bourgeois par-
ties have had of presenting them-
selves in worker’s clothing

- the right and the responsibilities
the workers have (including the

union leaders) of participating

in the political struggle

- what class character the political
organizations that the workers
participate in should have

- what benefits come to the work-
ing class as such, and to the
unions, through the participa-
tion of the union leaders in those
parties and in the bourgeois-
colonial elections.

- should the unions determine the
political participation of their
leaders, and are their interésts
above the general ones of the
working class?

- is there any particularity ir the
case of the UTIER?

The bourgeoisie and the petit
bourgeoise have found themselves
obliged by circumstances to disguise
themselves as defenders of the work-
ing class. Organizationally and in its
levels of political consciousness, the
working class is still weak. Moreover
it can be said that they haven’t
emerged from the ebb tide into
which they fell some years ago. But
everyone needs them to fix their
perch in the government. They know
that the economic crisis (above all
in entering a recession phase) is
suffered principally by the working

class. They are also well aware that
the workers, for some years, have
been in a process of development of
political independence as a class.
They have lost the hegemony they
had in the first decades of the PPD,
and everyone is struggling to be the
substitute for it.

Possibly the ones who have the
most interest in this are the PNP; or
perhaps a very special interest. Being
the present administration, it has
stood out because of its anti-worker
politics, and it needs a higher level
of mass support to be able to pro-
ceed with its plans for annexation.

The PPD needs to be able to erase
the anti-worker measures from its
past administrations and try to
channel popular disgust against the
present administration.

Everything: its liberal declara-
tions, its new thesis, its worker lead-
ers, its attacks on corruption, its
attacks on the PNP’s americani-
zation, etc. are part of its new ward-
robe of opposition, “Puerto Rican-
ess”” and workerism necessary to win
office.

With the PIP, it’s the same story.
Only with the working class can any-
one push through any change in the

cont. on page 6
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_Cont. from page 5 .
colonial political situation. Social

democracy knows it, and is inte-
rested in replacing yanki imperialism
with its own empire. Social democ-
racy has demonstrated internation-
ally a great capacity for the bour-
geoisie to maintain control through
governments and parties flavored
with populism.

With the PSP things are a little
different. Although this party is
tightly linked organizationally and
ideologically to the petty bour-
geoisie, it persents itself as Marxist
and as a workers’ party. The case of
the PSP must be seen from the per-
spective of the methods of struggle
(employed); and as to how one con-
tributes to the working class gaining
consciousness as a class and con-
sciousness of the necessity for revo-
lutionary struggle to take power.
PSP politics in regards to unions and
to the use of union leaders has been
very opportunist, and this has been
debated so much that it is not
necessary to go on recounting
history. To a great extent, the rest
of the analysis is applicable to these
comrades.

What merits notice is that every-
one, from the right to the reformists,
have been pressured by the awaken-
ing and the unification demon-
strated by the working class in the
past 15 years. But it doesn’t follow
that anyone has a genuine interest
in representing their interests, and
much less that anyone aspires
to a worker’s state.

The fact that they have been able
to integrate this gamut of union
leaders, (from opportunists and graf-
ters to so-called Marxists) also shows
the low political development of the
workers movement, the small
amount of class consciousness, the
penetration of bourgeois ideology,
economism and reformism, and the
precarious political organization of
the left. This is not political partici-
pation of class conscious workers, it
is completely the opposite. It is par-
ticipation that strengthens different
factions of the bourgeoisie. The
workers haven’t yet become aware
that political participation of the
workers, as a class, is essential to the
| political ends of the working class.

That their division among parties
which don’t have this class character
debilitates the class and submerges it
more in the political confusion, as
much through the participation it-
self as through the not-very-militant
position the PSP took through
Lausell in the case of the UTIER.

It remains clear, however, that
what is questionable is not the polit-
ical party participation of the
union leaders. Not only do they have
this right, but it must be defended.
Even more it must be defended from
the point of view that they have the
right to do so outside the bourgeois-
colonial elections, from clandestine
structures and in the armed struggle.
It must be clarified also that it is a
populist position to pretend that
this participation can be determined
by the unions. Where to participate
organizationally in the class struggle
is a party oriented question which
the unions cannot dictate to their
leaders. The unions are primary
structures of struggle, ideologically
heterogeneous which in their present
development, respond to particular
interests of sectors of the working
class, but not to the historic inte-
rest of the class (seizure of power by
the class, socialist society). For this
reason UTIER cannot be consulted
concerning the particpation of Lau-
sell and Dupry. This would only con-
tribute to dividing UTIER more
than it has already been divided by
the participation of these principal
leaders in the electoral process.

The candidacy of the different
union leaders is not going to con-
tribute anything to the development
of the workers’ movement. It has
no utility for the workers. The ranks
of the respective unions will be di-
vided along party lines among parties
foreign to the class; will strengthen
their hopes for legislative reforms
to alleviate their situation; they will
continue believing in the bourgeois-
colonial channels for political
struggle. It will create a dependency
on what the leaders can do instead
of fomenting workers’ participation
in the struggles of the masses; it will
strengthen the view of separating the
unions from politics, when they see
the disaster this brings to their
unions or to the political organi-

zation of the class as to the develop-
ment of the workers’ consciousness.

Some have argued that the prob-
lem is the lack of a working class
party.Again they bring the simplistic
formula of parties, and don’t even
explain how the existence of such a
party would resolve things.Inreality
if this ideal party existed, if Lausell
were its candidate and if it partici-
pated in the bourgeois-colonial
election process, its arguments pre-
sented here would be the same. It
would do the same damage to the
struggle for independence and so-
cialism. In reality behind the argu-
mentation for a party is hidden the
hope of converting it into a power-
ful party so that some individuals
could participate in elections. From
this position, one of the arguments
used against the PSP is that Lausell
should be participating even when
he has no chance. But if he had a
chance, would the action be correct?
NO!

In the case of the UTIER, the
situation is graver. This union finds
itself in negotiations and with the
candidacy of two of its principal
leaders, which is weakening the
unity with which they should be
confronting the bosses at this mo-
ment. The (mesquinos) party inter-
ests do not deserve the sacrifice of
the political and organizational
strength of the UTIER.

To conclude: the effort of the
union leaders and of the workers on
the left, as well as the socialist organ-
izations themselves, should concen-
trate, in regards their union work
and with the working class, in the
development and strengthening of
the processes of union democracy,
the creation of the political con-
sciousness of the class, and the or-
ganization of the working class not
just in unions but primarily in par-
tisan and non-partisan political or-
ganisms inside and outside the
unions. They ought to seek the
struggle in the streets and the mobil-
ization of the masses which will fos-
ter political participation in the

struggle and preparethemasses;they
should avoid methods that detour
from these objectives. Along this
political and organizational line,

cont. on page 8 |




PART TWO:
DOGMATISM AND ARMED

STRUGGLE
A LITTLE HISTORY

The Third Communist Interna-

 tional, having as its purpose to re-
| unite and co-ordinate forces and

tactics that were capable of seizing
revolutionary state power by the
working class, was founded in 1919.

The Bolshevik experience pre-
sented itself as the beacon that illu-
minated the path. For it was that
party that had obtained the triumph,
and its influence and prestige
weighed heavily upon the revolu-
tionary reasoning of that epoch.

The practice of the Russian com-
munists had demonstrated the har-
monious combination of both
elements, and the European com-
munists thought that the same could
be repeated in their countries. In
addition, they concluded that the
Russian Revolution signaled the be-
ginning of the revolution in Europe,
and that this in turn signified the
downfall of capitalism; all this with-
in a short period of time.

Lenin shared this judgement, and
along with the rest of the Interna-
tional, had his visionset on Germany.
The German situationwas frequently
referred to as establishing parallels
with theRussianexperience. Parallels
that did not correspond with the
German political reality.

Three insurrections realized under
extremely unfavorable conditions
were smashed in Germany.

The Third International firmly
maintained its insurrectional out-
look in its revolutionary thinking;
the defeats directed the revolu-
tionaries to develop more effective
forms of insurrection. But it was
only after more insurrectional de-
feats, and in spite of the Third

International and his Party’s lea-
dership that Mao illuminated the
correct road towards prolonged
people’s war.

The dogmatists, however, identi-
fying armed struggle with insurrec-
tions, concluded that these insurrec-
tional defeats signified the present
incapacity or impossibility of taking
up arms, and began to preach the
“parliamentary tactic”’ as the first
stage of the “Revolution” that
would fortify the possibilities and
ripen the *“objective conditions”
that would culminate in a victo-
rious insurrection.

But the “‘tactical” incidence re-
sulted in a deviation. The “means”
became an “end” and parliamentar-
ism became a true means of politi-
cal and ideological perversion upon
the leadership ot the Communist
parties. In Germany, in addition to
the initial theory that the social
democrats were the principal ene-
mies, the parliamentarism of the
Communist Party facilitated the
fascists’ rise to power.

All this was before the Second
World War.

During World War II the French
Communists fought in the Resis-
tance against the Nazi occupation,

with a courage and heroism with few
historical precedents. Thousands of
lives were lost. While the Commu-
nists operated in guerrilla units, the
non-Communist anti-fascists limited
themselves to obtaining information
for the Allies. Very few, if any,
were combatants.

Once the war had ended, the lea-
dership of the French Communist
Party literally disarmed its com-
batants, whose organization was ex-
perienced, massive and solid; in o-
ther words, capable of developing
the revolutionary struggle for the
seizure of state power, at the War’s
end, and returned to the “revolutio-
nary’’ parliamentarist tactic.

The piglets, Orwell would say,
could no longer be distinguished
from the humans.

Historically, the dogmatists have
been extremely flexible in their tac-
tics (the very cry of “flexibility” is
a tactic). However, they have been
extremely rigid in other things: they
have reneged on the working-class
struggle and have opted for comp-
romise, with the active collaboration
with the enemy class. The strikes,
the mass demonstrations, and the
confrontations with the armed for-
ces of the bourgeoisie have all been
replaced by the electoral fronts, the
strike-breaking pacifism, the eco-
nomism and other reformist lepro-
sies. |
They are, objectively, the fifth
column of the “antifascist” or
“anti-imperialist” bourgeoisie within
the working class. They are the
tranquilizing pill with which fascism
and imperialism paralyze the work-

cont. on page g
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DOGMATISM AND THE ARMED
STRUGGLE:

ing class, while they prepare to re-

press and make war.

THE SOLUTION

There is an old dialectical dictum
that the remedy is a product of the
illness.

With the rise and proliferation of
prolonged people’s war on a world-
wide scale, the conditions which
gave life to the development of
dogmatism disappear. From the ve-
ry entrails of dogmatism have arisen
the revolutionary elements which,
reacting against the collaborationist
politic of the previous parties, have
routed their militancy along paths
productive to the working class:
Carlos Marighella was a member of
the Executive Commission of the
Communist Party of Brazil, Douglas
Bravo was a member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of
Venezuela, and Salvador Cayetano
Carpio was the Secretary General of
the Communist Party of El Salvador.

Dogmatism, however, isnot dead.
The enemy sponsors it generously.

The politico-military develop-
ment of the revolutionary guerrillas
will lead the working class in over-
coming this limitation. The stupe-
faction which its existence produces
is dangerous, but if revolutionaries
orient themselves correctly, they
can annitilate it. One never under-
takes or adopts a centrist position
in relation to them. To do so would
mean that Che’s sacrifice was in
'vain, and that the Mario Monjes be-
came once again effective.

Cont. from page 4

tuals. If armed invasion of Quebec s
threatened, it will be Broadbentand
McDermott egging the troops on to
battle ;

10. There is another variety of
chauvinist which attacks the nation-
al movement from the “left.”
Organizations such as the Commu-
nist Party of Canada, The Forge, In
Struggle and the Communist Party
of Canada (ML), devote more energy
to attacks on Levesque’s petty-bour-
geois nationalism than they do to
the chauvinists in Ottawa. They be-
tray their own Canadian - that is,
English Canadian -- nationalism.
They see an independent Quebec as
a threat to a ‘strong Canada,”
though such chauvinist drivel is of-
ten masked in slogans about a “free
union” and a “new constitution.”
For example, the Communist Party
of Canada (pro-Moscow) urges a
strong Canada to fight U.S. imperial-
ism, while The Forge (pro-Peking)
urges a strong Canada to fight So-
viet imperialism. The Communist
Party has a long two-faced history
of craven support for the most
nationalist demands of the English
Canadian petty-bourgeoisie, all the
while condemning ‘“‘nationalist
tendencies”’ among the workers of
Quebec. The virulent, one-sided
attacks on the PQ pervade the pro-
|paganda of these groups, not only
in Quebec but in English Canada as
well, where they fan the flames of
chauvinism.

11. Just as struggles in Iran, Nica-
ragua and Palestine have struck a
mortalblow at U.S. imperialism, the
struggle for the liberation of Quebec
may devastate the English Canadian
bourgeoisie, and bring on its own
revolutionary crisis.  Plagued by
contradictions not only with Quebec
but also with a long history of
separatist movements in Maritime
and Western Canada (mainly annex-
ationists who wanted to join the
U.S.), the main source of strength
of the dominant Montreal-Toronto
capitalist group has been its rule and
oppression of Quebec. This is the
cornerstone of Canadian capitalism,
in much the same sense as Ireland

has “served” British imperialism.

Quebec’s favored natural resources,
advantageous geographic position
along the St. Lawrence, and rich
source of labor (paid less and treated
worse than workers elsewhere in the

country), all contributed to the
strength of the oppressor. Quebec
was the plum that made this group
supreme not only in Ontario but on
the Atlantic and Pacific as well.
Lenin says a revolutionary situation
arises not only when the people have
reached a situation where “they have
nothing to lose but their chains,”
but also where the rulers themselves
are unable to continue in the old
way. Therefore, the possible break-
up of Canada prompted by the
national liberation of Quebec, could
cause a crisis that would totally un-
dermine the chauvinist bourgeoisie,
and precipitate arevolution through-
out Canada.

November 29, 1979

Cont. from page 6

valid for both public and clandestine
organizations, will be found the base
to organize the working class for
participation and leadership of the
struggle for independence and social-
ism.

Taken from Urayoan, the official
organ of the Fuerzas Armadas de
Resistencia Popular, (Armed Forces
of Popular Resistence) F.A.R.P.,
3rd year, May/June, number 3.

- NO
VOTE

|
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' STATEHOOD AND CULTURAL
AGRESSION

Culture is one of the aspects of
society whose study presents major
difficulties. The principal barrier is
that it is not limited to material
production of a people, but rather
is a phenomenon principally of the
thought and the conduct of a social
being. Also we consider that there
are multiple concrete and tangible
manifestations of culture such as the
instruments of labor, literature the
mode of production, the plastic
arts, customs, crafts, architecture,
clothing, music, language and dance.
All these elements manifest particu-
lar features of the culture of a people
and are possibly the principal in-
struments to approach the study and
comprehension of the culture. They
are a manifestation of and a part of,
but do not in themselves constitute,
a culture. This human process that
we call culture also encompasses a
way of seeing things, of appreciating
various natural and social pheno-
mena, of the concept of what is
beautiful and what is ugly, of deter-
mining what function anyone in
society (as a class or social sector)
can hope to fulfull, aswell as a code
of ethics and the whole gamut of
thoughts and tastes. All these are
elements that sometimes are expli-
citly manifest and other times are
implicit and in use even though
never mentioned. The implicit
character of many of these aspects
is one of the barriers in the way of
comprehending the cultural pheno-
menon of a people.

Two other characteristics of a
culture are its dialectical essence and
its dependence on the mode of life
of the society. Culture is in constant
development. Like all social pro-
cesses it springs forth, develops and
changes, and can die. It goes on dis-
carding what is worn out, whatever
becomes an obstacle to the econo-
mic development of the society. In
this way the indigenous or Taino

culture which the Spanish encoun-
tered was affected by the imposition
of another culture that came accom-
panied by certain methods of pro-
duction and technology that were
more developed. The aboriginal cul-
ture was halted in its own develop-
ment and succumbed before a more
developed social orgainzation. The
same thing occurred with the culture
that was brought by the African ele-
ment. Uprooted from their milieu,
forced to adapt to other conditions
of life; their concept of the world,

%
=
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their way of seeing things, their
mode of relating to other human
beings and their form of showing
their feelings were all changed. They
were assimilated culturally by a
milieu and a culture that was at an
advantage.

This process of assimilation that
took place with the Taino and the
African culture, which we have men-
tioned very superficially and with-
out detail, flowed in its turn into a
development of the predominant
culture, the Spanish. After this pro-
cess one can no longer speak of a
Spanish culture like the ruling cul-
ture of the metropolis (also one can
not say that the culture of Spain
remains the same before and after
the discovery of America) corre-
sponding to the culture among the
Spaniards who lived in Puerto Rico
at that time. In the process of cul-
tural assimilation, from the adapta-
tion of the Spaniards themselves to

different conditions of life, from the
establishment of certain modes of
production appropriate to the
colony, the inhabitants of the Island
continued adapting features of the
assimilated cultures, and at the same
time there emerged characteristics of
that society which distinguished it
from the metropolis as well as from
the other colonies in America.

This differentiation was forming a
new nation in America, the Puerto
Rican nation.Descendants of Tainos,
Africans, and Spaniards began to call
themselves, and to feel like, criollos
(creoles). The island economy
acquired its own demands and in-
terests. The people born here de-
veloped a patriotic love of this island
and a particular form of expressing
their sentiments.

There emerged two essential
elements for the consolidation of a
people asa nation: the national feel-
ing of its component parts, that is,
the consciousness of themselves as
a nation; and what the sociologists
call “spirit of the body”’ (a feeling of
belonging to a larger group, family,
team, barrio or country) together
with certain economic interests that
needed to create their own road a-
head.

The new cultural formation which
was consolidated in the 19th Cen-
tury had in turn its own develop-
ment. From the moment that we can
observe the emergence of the new
nation and its culture we see a
movement that produced changes
in two directions. In one direction
distinguishing itself more and more
from its origins and building its own
personality; and in the other di-
rection developing itself within the
new mechanisms, channels, patterns
visions and interests which had been
forming in its breast. The struggle
between the old and the new
dynamized a culture. In turn this
cont. on page 10
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STATEHOOD AND CULTURAL

AGGRESSION
acquires its own lifte and-even

though determined by the mode of
production—-becomes independent
and influences it.

The key word in the process is
“determined.” Although a culture
develops into a structure of its own,
subject to its own laws of develop-
ment, affected by interaction with
other cultures, euriching itself by the
acquisition of universal values, and
even influencing the material me-
dium of its existence, it is limited
by the material base on which it is
built.*1

It has been scientifically demon-
strated that this material base is
where there is erected the whole
edifice formed by political institu-
tions, the state, ideas, parties, religion
and other factors usually known as
the superstructure of the society.
Culture is a broader concept than
superstructure because it integrates
aspects which constitute the ma-
| terial base, or the mode of produc-
tion.

In the material base the most im-
portant “factors are those which
revolve around the economic life of
a people. To the extent that the
economic conditions of life of the
population of Borinquen were dif-
ferentiating themselves and becom-
ing less dependent on the metro-
polis, they were forging different
interests and methods of seeing
things.*2

*1 The material base of a culture
is constituted by its geography, cli-
mate and mode of production. By
mode of production we mean what
constitutes the productive forces,
which embrace everything from the
social being itself as an entity with
experience, the instruments of work,
up to the technology and scientific
discoveries, and on the other hand
the relations of production which
are-established among human beings
at aparticular historicaldevelopmen-
tal stage of the productive ferces.

*2. Other influential factors were
the distance from the metropolis and
the state of communications media.

Also influential in the process of
Yanqui intervention in Puerto Rico
was the emergence of a captialist
power in America and the commer-
cial relations already established be-
fore the invasion, between the
Spanish colony and the U.S. This
trade came to be part of the material
base on which weredeveloped classes
and class interests which formed a
contradictory nation where some
defended the status quo, others
sought to free themselves from the
colonial shackles that impeded their
development as a class, and others
sought to deepen the relationships
with the U.S. as a means to achieve
their own interests. Within the pre-
invasion commercial relations were
established the political and ideo-
logical bases that facilitated the mili-
tary intervention. These relations
were developing the social base of
support for the yanquis.

From the North American inter-
vention up until now the Puerto
Rican culture has been a debate be-
tween two antagonistic currents.
One was national affirmation and
the other assimilation into North
America. Both, with their own de-
velopment and at the same time
interrelated. The great difference
between them is that one, the pro-
North American, has counted on the
whole material weight of the ruling
colonial relations.The assimilationist
ideology has been the foundation of
the predominant modes of pro-
duction cultural assimilation has
matched economic assimilation.The
other current has had to fulfill the
magnificent function of resistance.

It is not out of the geniality of
the political rulers that the annex-
ationists are governing now. Decades
of yanqui colonialism and an entire
period of free associated state-ism
have been the base which has placed
annexationism on the offensive. If
in the past there have been criollos
who have felt themselves to be
Spaniards and Spanish patterns of
life were felt to be the ones that
should be imitated; today,thanks to
eighty years of yanqui imperialism,
we also have a sector of the popula-
tion which feels itself to be North
American and whose patterns of life
copy those of the north.

The assimilationists want to pre-
sent the Puerto Rican culture as
something static and superficial, as
a process subject to the will and
whim of the Puerto Ricans. They
attempt to show that concitions
cannot exist, beyond the will of the
people, that could assimilate the nat-
ional culture into North American
culture. Moreover they pretend to
show that the yanquis have no such
intention. Let’s read some para-
graphs from the pamphlet by Ro-
mero Barcelo entitled ““Statehood is
for the poor’:

“Puerto Rico is a duly constituted
people, with a way of existing--what
is called a culture-which 1s very
much particular to us and well de-
fined.”

“What was the situation when the
U.S. invasion came to Puerto Rico
in 1898 as part of the war between
Spain and the U.S.?

‘... Then began a mistaken chapter
in therelations between the U.S. and
Puerto Rico. The Americans then
began an attempt to convert the
Puerto Ricans into Americans. And,
mistakenly, some Puerto Ricans of
those times began to believe that -
within a short time the Puerto
Ricans would become Americans.”

“This experiment lasted some
thirty years. And it failed, as it had
to fail. Because the Puerto Ricans
are Puerto Ricans and we cannot
ever be converted into Anglo-Saxons
without going crazy.”

“...This is so for many reasons.
First because the Puerto Ricans of
that time, who were our fathers and
our grandfathers, had a way of being
that they were not going to change
for any other way of being, so
abruptly and almost violently. In
the second place the Americans did
not move to Puerto Rico in great
numbers...”

“All of the above only goes to ex-
plain a great truth which we all know
and recognize in our mest intimate
hearts and our way of being: that
we Puerto Ricans are what we are,
and what we are going to continue
being.”

cont. on page 11
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Cont. from page 1€

“Qur culture, as we pointed out
earlier, is our way of being. Is our
Puerto Rican way of being going to
change overnight when the U.S.
Congress converts us, on our peti-
tion, into the 51st State? Clearly
not. How is it possible to change?
Peoples ways of being are not some-
thing that can be controlled by legi-
slation.”

“Whenanother piece of legislation
made Puerto Ricans citizens of the
U.S. in 1917, our way of being did
not change at all. We kept dressing
the way we dressed. We kept eating
what we ate. We continued to have
the same religion. And we continued
speaking Spanish. There is not one
aspect of Puerto Rican culture that
has changed since 1917 as a conse-
quence of PuertoRicans being made,
by Congressional legislation, into
citizens of the U.S.”

“When Congress passes the law
that converts us into the 51st State
...we will continue being the same
people, speaking the same language
that we now speak, dancing the same
dances that we now dance, and cele-
brating the same holidays we now
celebrate.”

And he concludes:

“How do we guarantee to the
Puerto Ricans that this will be so?”

“We guarantee it simply by insis-
ting that it be so.”

The man who denied PuertoRican
culture, the party that describes our
culture as a provincial one, now
wants to give it a false strength and
limit it to dance, dress, food and
language. In truth, the reality of
what they describe has been dif-
ferent. The beginning of the century
was a titanic resistance to preserve
our culture before the coarse and
savage yanqui attempt to assimilate
us. The children of this land who
lived or were born in the beginning
of this century know another reality.
They have seen how “our way of
being” has been changing. How a
sector of the population has been
americanizing; how the ‘“american
way of life”” has penetrated even into
our countryside.

If the Puerto Rican culture has
succeeded in surviving and develop-
ing itself as it has, this has been be-
cause of two fundamental factors.
When the North Americans invaded
Puerto Rico they encountered a
nation already constituted, with
strong cultural characteristics in full
development. The mechanisms of

defense and development already

had decades of establishment and’

had manifested themselves in the
Grito de Lares, in a struggle to
abolish slavery, in art, literature,
politics, in an autonomous govern-
ment and in a social class (the large
landowners) ‘who, having economic
power, were seeking political power.

Assimilation did not easily result
from these conditions, and the pro-
cess required fundamental changes
in the economic order. The first
years were ones of unequal struggle
between a power, and an economy
in transition that did not have
mechanisms for struggle. But what
did exist was an economy that would
have to be absorbed in order to fa-
cilitate cultural assimilation, con-
stituted an inital barrier of resis-
tance.

Today, after 82 years of Yanki
penetration, we find an economy
absorbed by imperialism. Now they
have the material base to complete
the cultural assimilation. In the pro-
cess they gave accomplished the
Americanization of a great sector
of the population, but they have
encountered a tenacious resistance
in the order of the spiritual culture
of our people. The PPD and the ELA
served as an instrument of assimila-
tion in order to create the platform
from which they launched the pro-
statehood forces, who are hurrying
to surpass the servility of the others.

The PNP has been outstanding
for its attempts to consolidate the
mechanisms of destruction of the
Puerto Rican culture. They have

intensified the process of americani-
zation in the whole educational
system, they have proposed to abol-
ish sovereignty in sports, they have
introduced the primaries of the
Yanki parties and propose to in-
troduce the U.S. presidential vote
with the intention of assimilation
the local parties; they have deepened
economic dependence and have
attacked institutions like the Puerto
Rican Ateneo, the University and
the Institute of Culture. Their inten-
tion is obvious: to eliminate the
sources of resistance in the cultural
sphere. If this is so even while we
are not yet a federal state, what
remains for us when they win their
goal?

Under federal statehood all the
vital institutions of the people will
be integrated into the institutions
of the empire. The political system,
the educational system, sports, the
legislature, the development of cul-
ture, the whole judicial system,
would be at the service of the na-
tional interests of the U.S. Already,
in practice, many of these institu-
tions fulfill this function. Statehood
would end with taking away the in-
stuinents needed for the will of the
national struggle of the people ta
be able to find means to concretize
themselves in a development of their
culture.

Moreover they propose to bring
the people to stop thinking in terms
of their national identity. They
would not speak in terms of the
nation and the Puerto Rican peaple.
They would be the people, and the
nation of North America. These are
the true objectives of the annex-
ationists. In the past they have en-
countered strong resistance from the
pecople against the disappearance of
the nation. Today, when the imperi-
alists have achieved absolute domi-
nion over the economy, it is of vital
importance to strengthen the instru-
ments of defense of the culture and
to win national independence, the
only way in which the people and
the working class can create the
mechanisms for strengthening and
developing the national culture to
higher levels.

1
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DESDE LA TRIBUNA

FROM THE PODIUM

STATEMENT BEFORE THE
COMMITTEE ON DECOLONI—
ZATION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS ON THE COLONIAL
CASE OF PUERTO RICO AND
PUERTO RICANS IN THE
UNITED STATES
ON BEHALF OF THE MOVI—
MIENTO DE LIBERACION
NACIONAL

Jose Lopez
National Coordinator
August 18,1980

Honorable Delepates:
It has been exactly two years

since we last addressed this august
body. At that time we ontlined the

conditions of the Puerto Rican peo-

ple inside the United States—or, as
Jose Marti referred to it, to live
within the belly of the monster and
to know 1ts ways.

Since that time, much has hap-
pened, particularly in regards to the
revolutionary Puerto Rican indepen-
dence movement, both in Puerto
Rico and in the U.S. We have wit-
nessed the glorious escape of William
Guillermo Morales, the death of the
Patriot Andres Figueroa Cordero,
the unconditional release of the re-
maining four Puerto Rican national
heroes: Lolita Lebron, Oscar Colla-
zo, Rafael Cancel Miranda and Irvin
Flores, the issuance of a joint
communique by four of the six ac-
tive Puerto Rican revolutionary
guerrilla organizations in response
to the unitary call made by the
Four upon their release. Since then,
we have witnessed also, the horrible
and barbaric assassination of the Pa-
triot Angel Rodriguez Cristobal,

cont. on page 13

Mr. President, and Distinguished
Delegates:

I'am Ahmed Obafemi, the Eastern
Regicnal Vice President of the Pro-
visional Government of the Republic
of New Afrika. I appear before you
today on behalf of 20 million New
Afrikan people of the New Afrikan
Nation, in North America, to ex-
press our full support and solidarity
for the Independence of PuertoRico
and the 11 Prisoners of War.

The New Afrikan Nation is an
internal colony of the United States.
The territory of the nation is located
in the southeast portion of what 1s
currently called by imperialists the
United States of America. As a
colony, We have suffered the hideous
results of colonization, rampant un-
employment, wretched health care,
and diabolical mal-treatment in the
educational area. In the area of
criminal justice at this very moment
the state of Illinois is attempting to
put to death17Black menon a frame-
up prosecution in Chicago. This
continues .o American tradition
wherein 54%of the personsexecuted
in the United States have been New
Afrikans, although the New Afrikan
population is only 12% of the total
population of the United States.

The New Afrikan people became
a nation upon this land via the in-
stitution of slavery when millions
of Afrikans were kidnapped from
the Afrikan continent, and from
various tribal nations and brought
to the Americas. In North America
a New Afrikan nation was born, the
captives from numerous Afrikan
tribal nations merged into one
people during slavery, with one cul-
ture, a new Afrikan homeland, and

one language cont. on page 16

UNITED NATIONS

Statement Before the Committee
on Decolonization of the UN. By
Ricardo Romero Representative of
the Chicano/Mexicano Commission
of the M.L.N.

I would like to thank all the
Members of the Decolonization
Committee, all the nations present
here today, who have made it pos-
sible to address ourselves to the
question of Independence and So-
cialism for Puerto Rico.

I also choose to take this oppor-
tunity to address myself to the
plight of the Chicano/Mexicano
people in the United States. '

1 will begin by giving a brief his-
torical background and analysis of
the necessity of our struggle.

Since the early 1500’s, with the
invasion of our homelands by the
Spaniards, the Chicano/Mexicano
people have struggled to gain their
Independence. We struggled against
Spain for 300 years until finally, in
the year 1821 we gained our inde-
pendence from Spain.

Our people have a history of
struggle that is unequalled in the his-
tory of the Americas.

Our independence from Spain was
short-lived, as the French imposed
an Emperor on our nation by the
name of Maximilian. We struggled
against this invasion by the French
and defeated them on the Fifth of
May at Puebla in the year 1867.

During this period we had a
neighbor to the north of uswho was
the rising capitalist power, who had
deliberate plans to expand their
capitalism and looked to our coun-
try as a basis from which they could
begin.

Thus the Mexican nation was
coming out of 80 years of internal

cont. on page 18
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Cont. from page 12
leader of the Liga Socialista Puerto-
rriquena, at the hands of his jailers
in Tallahassee Federal Prison. A
month later, we witnessed a poli-
tical execution, by a combined
commando force of the guerrilla
organizations, during an attack on
a U.S. Navy bus—one of the most
dramatic and well-executed mili-
tary actions in Puerto Rico’s
history. This incident, which left 2
sailors dead and 10 others wounded,
saw the revolutionary forces escape
unharmed, while some of the Naval
survivors were given the Purple
Heart—a military honor bestowed
by the U.S. government for actions
of courage demonstrated in a war
situation, a clear testimony that a
state of war exists between Puerto
Rico and the U.S. On April 4,1980,
we witnessed the capture of 11

Puerto Rican freedom fighters, ac-
cused of membership in the heroic
Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Na-,

police of Evanston, Illinois. It isp
this latter incident that we wish to
address ourselves to today.

Before continuing, it is appro-|
)

alism: we stretch our hands to greet
the courageous people of Iran who

that a small nation can bring a major
power to its knees. We take note of
and solidify ourselves with the he-
roic Chilean resistance against the
‘bloody Pinochet’s dictatorship. We
salute the valiant people of £l Sal-
vador, who like their brave neigh-
bors of Nicaragua, have pledged to
rid their territory of imperialism
and its dictatorial lackeys. We em-
brace the heroic Palestinian people
in their struggle against Zionism,
which is a specific form of racism
and imperialism. We wish to ext-
tend our unconditional solidarity to
the people of Ireland, who struggle
for a United Ireland, to the Mexican
revolutionary movement which
seeks to realize the dreams of Zapa-
ta in this new era, and the Black Li-

priate that we salute those peoplesjfiey
and movements who today, along B
with us, struggle against the greatest|gtg 9
enemy of humanity, U.S. imperi-{3

have demonstrated to the world [4 ¢

beration struggle which seeks to
end internal colonialism and which
in Miami gave a prelude of the mili-
tant and revolutionary mood that is
sweeping the Black community in
this decade of the 80s. We wish, at
this time, to make particular note
of the struggle of the people of
Quebec for self-determination and

independence, and to extend to

them our revolutionary greetings.
Honorable Delegates, all these
forces, and many of the nations re-
presented in thisbody, in one degree
or another are challenging U.S.
imperialist hegemony, particularly
as enunciated in its strategy of tri-
lateralism. I am sure that all of you

cional (F.A.LN.) by the civilian ey
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are familiar with twilateralism.
However, it is necessary for us to
elaborate a bit on the subject, as it
relates significantly to Puerto Rico
and Puerto Ricans in the U.S.

The organization whom I have
the great honor to represent before
this august assembly, the Movi-
miento de Liberacion Nacional
(M.L.N.) has enunciated a four-
pronged program for the total libe-
ration of the Puerto Rican people,
placing it within the context of the
world-wide struggle against imperi-
alism and for social progréss. In
analyzing our program, which is
essentially the program of the Puer-
to Rican revolutionary movement,
we see Puerto Rico playing a

strategic role in the hu